THROUGH GERMAN SPECTACLES
Fictitious German Casualty Reports
Before an invasion could be attempted it was essen-
tial in any event that the Luftwaffe should obtain
temporary command of the air over south-eastern
England. All the world knows that the German
attempt to obtain such command was defeated by
the Royal Air Force in August and September, 1940.
The fact that it had failed must have been known to
the German High Command. It was carefully con-
cealed from the German public. The figures of the
disastrous losses in ttiachines (and airmen) were sup-
pressed and totally fictitious figures were published
instead. It was claimed, for instance, in an official
communzqu/ that 143 British aircraft were destroyed
on August 15 for a loss of only thirty-two German
machines. Actually, the German loss on that day
was 180 aircraft and only thirty-four British fighters
were shot down and only seventeen British fighter
pilots killed. Of the 180 German machines, forty-
nine were shot down on the land. eThe German High
Command will find it difficult to explain*, said the
Air Ministry communique of August 17 (No. 1406),
ehow the wreckage of forty-nine of their aircraft
came to be strewn over the British countryside if
their total losses for the day were only thirty-two.* It
is perfectly evident to everyone who lived in south-
eastern England that the German reports of losses
were absolutely fantastic. In one or two parts of
Surrey crashed German bombers were such a com-
mon feature of the landscape during August and
September that no one took much notice of them,
and Surrey was not nearly so much cluttered up
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